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‘Cemetery Yandals Confess
Beloit Grave Desecration |

“  SixBeloit

& T;—.il'l;en}le‘ﬁﬁui—t i
Arraignment of the six youths i ; . : . | )
this somoacted in municipal court THE BELOIT (Wis.) DAILY NEWS, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1949 it

;c{his morning before Judge Lueb-
:| ke.

- High School

, \f'Boys Nabbed

| Judge Orders
| Names of 5
| Not Divulged :

U s

the limits of a cemetery.”

plea.

Cases of three of those pleadin,
guilty and the boy who pleaded
aot  guilty  were immediately
t|transferred by Judge Luebke to

o

The boys were arraigzn §d ] 1
-jon a eriminal charge of “wilfully, L EE-
wantonly and-‘unlawfully injuring !
OF Temoving gravestones within
Four
of the boys, including Lincoln,
ertered pleas of guilty, one plead-
€d not guilty, and one entered no

dge Excuses
OneBoy, Three

(Get Probation

Three ’teen;?ge Beloit high
school boys arrested Thursday
and arraigned in municipal court

Good Police Work

S W

. T HE Beloit police department, deserves -

more -than passing credit for roundh?g
up the youths who admittedly took part' in
the desecration of grave markers in Oak-

= 2 Y yesterday on charges of destroy- wood cemetery a week ago. b

Signed confessions of van- } Zggtjigx:gﬂﬁrxstli‘iesoa.tnl:? é‘;‘t"“ud?ﬁ ing cemetery property this morn- Because those who damaged stones in the . :l

~{dalism in Beloit’s Oakwood |The four »/Sie Teleased in the Ing were placed on probation by Rockton cemetery have not been apprehend- ¢
cemetery have been obtained | tc};l:ﬁiie 7L S e e S Jgdg,e,nf,:hwdh Lduib& ed, though the offense occured three months ,:
“|from a2 gang of Beloit boys, The maximum penalty provided lt\oe ;lag(lévefﬁuer‘evsf{tuggn gtl;reﬂie ago, many felt that police here would have 1 M
|16 and I7 years of age, andifiunder the criminal charge on humece aos o tombstones in / difficulty in learning the identity of those 3 |
| the youths were arraigned M raigned iz ill:};ev:ergxgxﬁlfilsna]:ly f}f; faewaod lcemetoryia SRR who participated in the offense at Oalkwood { o
ancipal ‘court today on [{| ooy three m of $100 (ot flaesiConte cemetery : ! -
charges of destroying ceme.- both). In juvenile cases, offenders ° Four of a gang of six bBoysue - h t of the ke
tery. property before Judge .|are usually placed on parole. and 17 years old were br;:ugh;l in- The Daily News, .a't the request o o I
Arthur L. Lnwie i e Ve v o SRR police, congerated i ot publaning the
Five boys confessed actual Nov. 2, at 9 am., for sentenecriug(.’ Zuilty pleas fo criminal charges news of the damage at the cemetery fo en- 3 1

participation damaging tomb |He was ordered held in the Rock = yesterday. One of the Boys twas able authorities to carry on a quiet investi- ;

stones and a sixth admitted [county detention home at Milton released by Judge Luebke this i

being with the group but de-
Uied that he actually did any

until that time. A
Case of the sixth youth, who
was represented in court by At-

morning and cleared of all respon-
sibility for damage to cemetery
| gravestones. The bhoy had admit-

gation.
ek ok .

HEN police and cit:v authorities were

;lamaghe. They denied blame t%raieygw, i glotard, was continu- ‘ts.f-dt being with theh gauti on_one| convinced that withhol ding the in-
or the Rockt ; |ed 1o 9 am, Sa urday. ‘Hoard re- of two occasions when the ceme- | S &
dEStruction-last gﬁlyclengteryf quested that the court transfer tery was vandalized, but he de-f formation further would not serve any use

Described today by Police Chief

the case of his client to the juven-

nied doing any actual damage.

ful purpose, the Daily News published de-

-

: -|ile side of the court and said his ;| Case of a fifth member of the ¢ : .people of Beloit
}togerlf’ W. Blumer as the “ring- lclient did not wish to enter a |youthful vandal gang was taken tails of the damage. T}'l.e people S
vandals i€ youthful gang of plea this morning. Judge Luebke {up by Judge Lueble shortly be- | were aroused and were in the mood to pffer (
173118?375 l‘z’ﬁivi‘]’{beirtrf- L;]nCOIil. continued the case without a plea (| fore Soon. tOd;y- 'Il‘hetyoi‘ixth yes-| any assistance they could. Because of the (
% - L€ ‘Who al- and indicated that he would de- || terday entered no plea to the cem- : : i 2 ol i

ready is on probation to -Rock cide tomorrow whether to trags- etery destruction charge, and the determination of city officials and police to
f&'cuﬁth};tg?baftwn Officer Robert |fer it to the juvenile side. The |case, was continued in  criminal solve the vandalism, every available detec-

£} Or  previous of- boy is als - |court until today: Judge Luebke| i i ;
fenses. Judge Luebke ruled that | teor};. b e 3 : tive was assigned to the case

the names of the other five boys,
four of whom already have been
iransferred to the Jjuvenile side of
the court,, may ll?t be reported, -
State statutes Drovide tmut '
{ names of persons of Juvenile
age charged with a- criminal
offense may or may not be
published, at the discretion of
the court. 2
* K

Tk cEietery  vandalism oca
;|te=ed ou Thursday and Friday
“|nights of last week, when at least

35 tombstones ‘in the cemetery
‘| were - overturned and many of
them chipped or broken, The
’teen-age high schopl
s Tounded up by Beloit
Dolice yesterday afternoon and

in which most memberg
of the force participated.

)Y

.|/ home overnight.

The hoy was released into the
custody of his father until his ap-
bearance in court,

Two of the youths were held in
the city jail last night; three
were:housed in the county deten-
tion home at Milton and the sixth
was allowed to remain at his

The gang was taken into cus-
tody yesterday following an ex-

signed confessions that they par=
ticipated in the cemetery vandal-
1sm on both Thursday “and Fri-
day nights. One other boy con-
fessed he also was involved on
Thursday night, and the remain-

Lincoln and the other Dparolee on -
Friday night,

Sheriff Investigates
. The five boys who participated
in Friday .night’s Vvandalism ad-
mitted that they drank a case of
quart bottles of beer and a few

cans before going to the cemetery.
The cemetery vandalism was nog

(Continued on Page 2)

tensive investigation. All six boys |

ing three said they were with | Milt

¢/ probation today will be underl

| was expected to rule whether the 4
| youth, who already is on proba—-]
tion, will be transferred to juve-
| nile court or retained on the crim-
1inal side. -

One Is Confined

The sixth member, described
by police as the “ringleader” of
the gang, is Robert H. Lincoln,
17, 887 Milwaueke rd. Lincoln
was arraigned along with the
other boys yesterday and plead-
ed guilty. He already was on|
probation for earlier offenses, and!
Judge Luebke continued his case'
for sentencing until Nov, 2, on:
the criminal ‘side of the court. !
Lincoln is confined now at ‘the;
Rock county deteniion *home at’

on. ;-

The three youths placed on;

‘| the supervision of county proba-

tion officer Robert MacMaster,

reported for several days fole

Astute detective work on the park of the
police eventually paid off when first one
and then another of the youths involved
were taken into custody. Once confronted
with the knowledge . the police had, the
youths, 16 and 17 years of age, admitted
their parts. ?

oS e
ACCORDING to the youths’ statements to
police, they had been drinking beer prior
to tipping over the stones. Authorities
should, if possible, determine where these
boys obtained the beer and under what

« circumstances.

The community, naturally, is relieved to
know that the police apprehended the
youths who committed the vandalism, The
promptness of authorities in tracking them
down should act as a deterrent to other
youngsters who may have ideas of vandal-
ism lurking in their minds.
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Feed Mill on the same night is
bago county sheriff’s department.

otherwise damaging
ties are Richard Odson and John
Bietau,

X Suspect Arson

An intensive investigation of
the cemetery vandalism was
launched yesterday. Deputy Tili~
nois state fire marshal Ralph Tre-
panier of Waukegan arrived in
Rockton today and is probing the
debris on the site of the mill, an

old Rockton landmark, for possi-
ble evidence of arson.

Although the sheriff’s depart- -
ment has indicated that there are
only “very slim” clues upon which
to work, every lead is being
traced in an effort to apprehend
the ndals’ who overran the
cemetg'y.

Fire Early Tuesday L

The blaze which almost leveled
the building which housed the
feed mill was discovered in the
early hours of Tuesday morning.
Volunteer fire fighters from Rock.
ton’and South Beloit were unable
to save the structure or its con- 2
'tents.

Probable cause of the fire had
been given as spontaneous com-
bustion of new oats stored in af
basement bin, Officials were un-
able to be positive in attributing |
the fire to combustion, however,
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'Cem'ete'z"y» Vandals May
Have Set Rockton Mill
Fire, Deputies Discover '

R OCKTON—Possibility that the vandals who Monday night did| -
$3,000 worth of damage to lombstones at the Rockton cemetery
the $15,000 blaze that

Two deputies said they have evidence
the same persons who desecrated the cemetery by uprooting and
67 grave markers and

i

destroyed the Rackton'

being investigated by the Winne-;

that the fire was set by;

monuments. The depu-

In the summer of 1949, the community was
shocked by a wholly new form of lawlessness
when extensive vandalism was discovered
in the Rockton Cemetery.

To date, nothing has been
to the perpetrators. o

I visited the cemetery July 28,1949 to
take pictures of Brigadier-zen. Elon
Farnsworth's monument and happily found
that the vandals had not touched it. But
smaller stones near it had been broken

discovered as

-~ and tipped over.
" A.S.McL. Beloit, April 19, 1952,

—

Members of the Rockton

THE BELOIT (Wis.) DAILY NEWS,

ers at the Rockton cemetery,

* damaged and some

b ————— -

broken b,
‘mer. The Rockton Legion s

1 Re American Legion; in this
picture, are repairing tombstones and Erave mark-

upplied all materials

TUESDAY, MAY 23, 1950

and labor for the repair work. The post is work-

ing in cooperation with the Rockteon Centennial
observance committee on the project. Left to right
are Dale Wetzel, Art Harmon, Christy Hough and
Everett Vaughan. Photo by Butler

Many markers were
y vandals last sum-
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"7l All Over But The Counting S
William Guelzow, of Beloit, was among the early voters at Oalwvoqd Cemetery casting his ballot
for offices from president to county surveyor. An 11 a.m. check of polling places showed Beloit
can expect a heavy voter turnout, keeping pace with the record established in 1968. (Daily News

' AT photo by Steve Harry) e LS i {




NOVEMBER 25 1953

sttorzcal Society Plans
\Mack House Restoratwn

Plans to raise about $3,000 be-
fore April 1 for the restoration of
the Stephen Mack house in Mack-
town forest preserve were launch-
ed Tuesday night at a meeting of
the Rockton Township Historical
society.

The house built by Stephen
Mack in 1839 is in disrepair, but
society committee members said
Cuesday night that they have com-
olete plans for its restoration and
preservation.

The first step of the project will
be to install a modern heating
unit which, according to Armour
Titus, Rockton architect, would
prevent further damage from mois-
ture. Titus also advised insula-
tion. -
Hopkins Heads Commlttee

The first floor of the house will
be the first to be renovated and
restored to its original state. Work
on the remainder of the house
would come later.

Guy Hopkins was named presi- | s
'dent of the committee in charge.
Other officers selected Tuesday
night include Mrs. Frank Truman,
first vice presu:lent Donald Gru—
tiger, second vice president; the

{Rev. Claude Wa}‘ren, pastor of the

reached.

Old Stone church, third vice pre-
sident; Mrs. William Bigelow, sec=
retary, and Paul Sprague, treas-
urer.

The house, of white oak frame
construction, has hand hewn tim-
bers and planks tongued and
grooved by hand. Several panes
of the original glass still remain
in the windows and some of the
original lime plaster is “on the
walls.

Cradle Will Be Replaced

Efforts will be made to ob-
tain furnishings from the era of
construction and the infant cradle
used of Stephen Mack and his
wife, the Indian princess Hono-
negah, which is now in Rockton,
will be replaced in the home.

Mack was one of the earliest
settlers of the area. He founded
the Macktown trading post which
was used in trading staple goods
to the Indians for'furs. He had
hoped that the community would
someday become larger than Mil-
waukee..

The different types of fund-
raising projects will be announced
by the committees in charge and
will continue until the goal is
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